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    THE 10 BEST PLAYERS 
 
 (Note: Six of the 10 are members of CWU's Hall-of-Fame including Rich Hanson, 
Paul Adams, Dave Benedict, Mel Cox, Dave Allen and Dennis Johnson.  Two more are 
virtual cinches to join the Hall when they become eligible - Carl Aaron and Ron 
vanderSchaaf). 
 
 
*Rich "Handshake" Hanson (1971-73) - A three-time All-American, he was a great 
All-Around player.  He was a smart player and he played great defense.  He was 
just a pleasure to coach. 
*Paul Adams (1969-70) - He was the key to our 1970 team that finished second in 
the nation with a 31-2 record.  He was just a super talent. 
*Dave Benedict  (1967-68) - He was Mr. Excitement.  He is the player everyone 
remebers.  He was an amazing athlete.  He could run like a deer and had great 
spring and quickness. 
*Mel Cox (1964-67) - Mel didn't have a lot of flash, but he was Mr. Production.  
He was very consistent.  He'd give you 22 points and 10 rebounds every night. 
*Dave Allen (1967-70) - Dave was Mr. Hustle.  He was a key factor on three NAIA 
Final Four teams and played in 18 games at Kansas City in four years. 
*Les Wyatt (1974-77) - Les was a solid performer for four years.  He started as 
a frosh and he had four great years. 
*Theartis Wallace (1968-69) - He was a super player at both ends of the court 
and was a great team player.  He played tough defense and was a great shooter. 
He had a skinny frame, but was a hell of a rebounder for his size. 
*Ron vanderSchaaf (1984-87) - Ron, who led CWU to two Final Fours, made great 
improvement each year.  He improved as much as any player I ever had and he was 
a great shooter for a big man. 
*Carl Aaron (1988-89) - Carl, along with Theartis Wallace, was the best shooter 
we ever had.  Carl could get it done even when he was closely guarded. 
*Doug Harris (1983) - Doug led the nation in field goal percentage (70.0) the 
only year he played for us and he had a great year. 
*Dennis Johnson (1979-80) - Dennis was a hell-of-a-player.  He not only was a 
great player, but he was a great person.  He played tough defemse, boarded well 
and was the ultimate team player. 
 
 
THE BEST AT . . . . 
 
The best clutch players? - Jon Jordon (1984-85) and Mel Cox (1964-67). . .Jon 
was our last shot specialist.  He won a lot of games for us and he should have 
won the 1985 NAIA semifinal. (Jordon's two free throws with eight seconds left 
gave CWU a 64-63 lead, but Fort Hays State hit a prayer shot at the buzzer). . 
.Cox was just a great competitor.  He always came up with the stellar 
performance. 
 
The best players in using their abilities? - Roger Boesel (1984-85) and Byron 
Angel (1975-76). . .Roger was just a hard-nosed overachiever.  Byron improved as 
much in one year as any player we had.  He wasn't a great athlete, but he gave 
us some great play. 
 
The best shooters? - Theartis Wallace (1968-69) and Carl Aaron (1988-89). . 
.Theartis was just a picture-perfect shooter.  He would have loved the three-
point rule.  He was very selective, maybe to a fault.  He was deadly in the 18-
to-20 foot range. . .Carl could shoot in a crowd.  He had a great touch. 
 
The best rebounders? Mitch Adams (1969-71), Bruce Sanderson (1969) and Dave 
Biwer (1987-89). . .Mitch wouldn't be denied.  He was great at both ends.  He 
took great pride in both his defense and rebounding.  No one went after the ball 
with more intensity. . .Bruce led the national tournament in rebounding in 1969.  
He had a great nose for the ball. . .Dave was a relentless rebounder.  If he had 
a chance for the ball, he got it. 
 
The best defensive players? Dave Allen (1967-70), Roger Boesel (1984-85) and 
Mitch Adams (1969-71). . .Dave wore people down.  He was strong and quick.  He 
exemplified the concept of playing hard.  He played hard all the time. . .You 
can same the same thing about Roger.  He was a tough, aggressive competitor. . 
.Mitch played defense with the same intensity he took to the boards. 
 
The best point guards? Dave Allen (1967-70) Joe LaDuca (1969-70) and Jim Toole 
(1989-90). . .Allen was just a great player at both ends of the floor. LaDuca 
was a pleasure to watch.  He had grace and was very fluid.  Jim did a great job 
for two years and gave us some of the best point guard play we ever had. 
 
The most memorable games?  All five games in 1970, the West Virginia Wesleyan 
and Fort Hays State games in 1985, the 1987 St. Thomas Aquinas game, the 1977 
Newberry game and the 1968 Alcorn A&M game. . .In 1970, every game we played was 
tight and very tough.  The same could be said about 1985 when we edged West 
Virgina Wesleyan before losing to Fort Hays State.  In 1987, we came from 15 
points down (with 4:12 left) and that certainly had to be the greatest comeback 
we ever had.  We beat a great Alcorn team in 1968 and Newberry was unbeaten and 
ranked No. 1 when we beat them in 1977. 
 
Your best team? In terms of ability, the 1969 team.  We didn't have two starters 
until January, but we were deeper than in 1970.  In terms of what they 
accomplished the 1970 team, which finished second at nationals, was the best.  
In terms of getting the most out of their ability, the 1973 and 1990 teams may 
have been the best.  The 1973 team won 20 and lost nine and lost in the district 
finals.  Talent-wise, it was one of our poorer teams.  The 1990 team was so 
young.  
 
Your favorite teams?  1965, 1970, 1985 and 1990. . .The 1965 team was my first 
team and we were like family.  I'm still close to all of them.  The only time we 
reached the title game was 1970.  In 1985, we came from nowhere, beat (top-
seeded) Seattle in the district finals and then reached the Final Four.  Last 
year (1990), we exceeded all my expections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
